Union Policy
Environmental Policy
The University of Leicester Students’ Union Environmental Sustainability Policy 
"The University of Leicester Students’ Union recognises that its activities have the potential for both positive and negative impacts upon the environment at local, national and global levels. The Union acknowledges its responsibility for environmental protection and also aims to contribute to the national commitment to sustainable development. It will seek to achieve continual improvement in how it measures and responds to its environmental impacts and actively communicate this to students and stakeholders."
General
The Union should communicate it’s environmental policy to all users including students, staff, sports clubs, societies and associations and should continue to raise awareness amongst these groups of their environmental responsibilities and requirements to commit to this policy.
Comply fully and where possible exceed standards set in relevant UK, EU and international regulatory requirements and agreements;
Work with local, regional or national partners to realise environmental projects.
Energy and Waste
The Energy Co-ordinator in future should be the Campaigns & Involvement sabbatical officer assisted by the Environmental Officer. These two officers should continue to work with the University Environment Manager on delivering the University of Leicester Environment Action Programme;
Endeavour to use sustainable fuels where possible.
Reduce its carbon footprint through prudent use of fossil fuels (through energy conservation) and to switch to green fuel alternatives where possible;
Manage and reduce water consumption;
Reduce waste created and where possible to reuse and recycle before responsible disposal of surplus materials; to use recycled and recyclable materials;
Avoid or limit wherever practical the use of environmentally damaging substances, materials and processes.
Should always take the most environmentally sustainable travel method when any staff or student officer has to travel for any official Union business.
Recycling
All paper used by the Union should be made from recycled produce where possible;
Work with the University in educating students and Union staff about the campus wide waste recycling scheme;
Paper generated from elections, Student Council and The Ripple should all be recycled where possible;
The Student Activities sabbatical officer and the Editor of The Ripple should annually review the number of papers printed and cut down where appropriate and to make moves to encourage the use of The Ripple Online;
Place pressure on the University to build sustainable Halls of Residence;
To bi-annually review the sale of drinks in non-returnable bottles.  A report is to be brought to the first Student Council of the summer term;
To print only the Proposals section of the Student Council Agenda unless an entire Agenda is requested from the Executive Office three working days in advance of the Student Council;
That the whole Student Council Agenda will available on the Union’s website on the Wednesday before Student Council. 
All Union retail outlets to have a demonstrable strategy for increasing awareness about the recycled paper sold through promoting the wider benefits of buying recycled paper as opposed to non-recycled paper and in line with NUSSL’s strategic direction, gradually reduce the amount of non-recycled paper sold. 
Ethics
To allow the decision on whether to sell Nestle products to be made by the Union’s Retail Operations Manager in accordance with the commercial viability of such a course of action;
To review all products sold in all Union retail outlets.  To produce a report for the first Student Council of the Summer Term on which lines are more environmentally and ethnically sound;
To stop the purchase of any product made with tropical hardwoods.
Ban the selling of fur in the Union retail outlets.
To push the governing authorities of this country as best they can for the creating of an widely recognised and well respected ethical practice certification, similar to that of the Organic Soil Association Accreditation.
